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MIT Alumni Association of Thailand:
Building a Brighter Future

*  MIT's mission is “to advance knowledge and educate students in science, technology, and other areas of
scholarship that will best serve the nation and the world in the 21¢ century.”

* The MIT Alumni Association of Thailand, established over 40 years ago, now has around 400 members
who are leaders across many fields.

* Sharing MIT's mission, the Association has actively contributed to Thailand in technology, education, the
environment, healthcare, and beyond.

* For Education, MIT Alumni established the Suksapatt Foundation to promote MIT’s philosophy of action
based learning. Over 20 years ago, this philosophy led to the founding of the Darunsikalai School of
Innovative Learning.

* The alumni also supports a team of experts (DSIL) who are here with us to provide science project
consultation.




‘ A University acceptance has become extremely competitive

Sad over the past decade especially reputable Institutions

* Why? The surge in international student applications especially true for top-tier schools. Another factor
is the rise in the average number of applications submitted per student (34% increase over 10 years or
from 4.63 to 6.22) — particularly after the SAT became optional (COVID-19)

* Trump 1.0-2.0 policies targeting Chinese students (who once ranked #1) does not affect the pool of
international applicants. It did lead to a decrease of 100,000 Chinese applications over the five years
period. However, this decline was offset by an increase of 140,000 applications from Indian students,
who are equally capable

he increase in competition for college acceptance is unequal,
favoring those with strong reputation (not always a better school)

Acceptance rate - 2014 Acceptance rate 2020 Acceptance rate - 2024

Harvard University 5.3% 4.9% 3.2%
mIT 9.6% 7.3% 4.5%
Stanford University 5.1% 4.3% 3.7%
Cornell University 14.0% 10.7% 7.5%
Northeastern University rank 54" 28.9% 20.5% 51%
Boston University (BU) 32.6% 20.1% 11.0%
New York University (NYU) 31.0% 15.3% 9.0%
UCLA 17.3% 14.3% 9.0%
Babson College N/A 26.4% 20.0 %
University of Washington rank 46™ 53.8% 51.8% 42.5%
Georgetown University rank 24' 16.4% 15.5% 12.0%
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Top 100 US Universities 2025

SAT/ACT 9% Student
Rank School (State) Overall score | Acceptance rate 2Sih-7?|h SAT/ACT
percentile
1. Princeton University (NJ) 100 4.50% 1500-1580 77% 5/1
2. MIT (MA) 99 4.52% 1510-1580 100% 3/1
3. Harvard University (MA) 98 3.20% 1500-1580 74% 7/
4. Stanford University(CA) 96 3.70% 1510-1580 69% 6/1
5. Yale University (CT) 95 4.60% 1500-1580 82% 6/1
6. California Institute of Technology (CA) 94 3.00% N/A N/A 3/1
6. Johns Hopkins (MD) 94 7.30% 1530-1580 55% 6/1
6. Northwestern U. (IL) 94 7.20% 1490-1580 79% 6/1
10. University of Pennsylvania(PA) 93 6.50% 1500-1570 70% 8/1
11. Cornell University (NY) 92 7.50% 1480-1560 49% 9/1
13. Brown University (RI) 91 5.10% 1500-1570 76% 6/1

Source : US News and World Report 2025/ Universities’ www/ College Board

Top 100 US Universities 2025

SAT/ACT % Student
Rank School (State) Overall score | Acceptance rate 25th-75th SOAT JACT Student Faculty

percentile
13. Columbia University (NY) 91 4.28% 1490-1580 67% 6/1
15. UCLA (CA) 90 9.1% - 0% 191
17. Univ. of California Berkeley 89 11.30% - 0% 19/1
21. Carnegie Mellon University(PA) 87 11.00% 1500-1570 68% 6/1
21. University of Michigan (Ml) 87 17.70% 1350-1530 70% 15/1
24. University of Virginia (VA) 86 17.00% 1410-1530 66% 141
27. University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill

85 19.00% 30-34 63% 151

(NC)
30. New York University (NW ) 82 12.50% 1480-1570 39% 8/1
30. University of Florida ( FL ) 82 24.00% 1300-1480 100% 16/1
33. University of California , Davis (CA) 81 42.00% - 0% 22/1

Source : US News and World Report 2025/ Universifies’ www/ College Board




Top 100 US Universities 2025

g % Student
Rank School (State) Overall score |Acceptancerate|  25th-75th SAT/ACT | Student Faculty
percentile

33. University of lllinois Urbana - 44.00% 1340-1530 56% 20/1
Champaign(IL)

37. Boston College (MA) 80 16.00% 1430-1540 44% 10/1
37. Tufts University(MA) 80 10.50% 1460-1550 54% 1071
41. Boston University 78 11.00% 1400-1520 38% 101
46. Purdue University - Main Campus(IN) 76 50.00% 1190-1470 97% 14/1
46. University of Washington(WA) 76 43.00% 1260-1510 19% 20/1
51. Texas University A&M (TX) 75 63.00% 1140-1380 100% 19/1
54. Northeastern University (MA) 74 6.00% 1460-1550 35% 15/1

Source : US News and World Report 2025/ Universities’ www/ College Board
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What universities consider in the application?

@ Evaluation 1 Evaluation 2 é Evaluation 3
Only for some

What do universities consider in the application?
NANY Ua? N Ingagaziansan 6 adadrdg lunsandulesuiniSaudnsau laun
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3) fianssu (Extracurricular Activities) Aan99@92a9vua 10 1811569U6 grade 9
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High School Academic Record: What matters

+ It is extremely important to have a good academic performance especially the last 2 years -
relative ranking in the class (e.g. top 10% or 90 percentile) IB and A-Level predicted grade and AP

fall/winter terms

+ More beneficial if you take more advanced classes especially in the area of your
intended major (AP, HL, Further Math)

+ Core classes are most important (e.g. engineer requires math and science), but electives can
demonstrate your interest in other areas (especially AP and IB)

+ Number of classes you are or have taken for the Junior and Senior years
+ In general, however, grades are more important than the class level of difficulties

High School Academic Record
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“3nenn (Advanced Level)
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Standardized Tests: SAT vs ACT
I AT ACT

Length 2 hours 15 minutes 2 hours 55 minutes
Digital Only Mostly paper
Adaptive Yes No
Number offer per year 7 7

Penalty no no
Caleulator Yes: Digital Yes: Personal

More algebra and real-world problem

Math solving More geometry/trig and some stats
Essay No Optional
Maximum Score 1600 36

Standardized Tests: SAT vs. ACT

o

ANMNUANAINANTENINE SAT waz ACT Hagaulssifuddninsiansan:
1. sduuunsaay:
SAT ilagiiudaaau@wizuuy fana amzi ACT geaely nszaw iluvan

2. Taseasedaday:
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ummumlmm"lu module wsn sadavlu module am'lﬂmmnfzm waa¥in e Ld
module figasazdizas Fazuuuain module fignnasiivhuiinannnit nanade Wniseu
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3. ACT lHinasavantaaaiuminn e luaaei
SAT fivasavantaa 19 19 lussuu ANt Lnas Maa ANIFaUANIAANENT AIFINITOAIUIN

uazi@isunsnla nslfieiasAniaaasnsnansunad SAT SailuiledadrAg iz
Uszandawlunsvindaday

ANTUNTIADNTENING SAT uaz ACT aufasaudalunuaz i lameny dnfvnau lvui
aau SAT ladnidnazaau ACT lamwszaziu inndaudu laauniia lua liasazinuyin
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When applying to college today, how does your SAT score compare to
those of other international students and to universities’ expectation

Ivy league: anything above 1550-
1600 or 99% (ACT 35-36) is
excellent. Don't need to take more
tests

Very good

1450-1550 or 97-99%
(ACT 33-35) is very good

1200-1450 or 75-97%
(ACT 26-33) is good

Average and Below

Below <1200 or 72%
(<ACT 26)

is average and below
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When applying to college today, how does your SAT score compare to those of
other international students and to universities’ expectations

Tunmsadasdnsauszauuniingnas luilagiiu dniFauaisuliaudisuazuun SAT 289
AuRItUAsKULZaENSBurnG Lildduaedsii ludedu lunaidutniseudom
awsiu iasnnlagwisud tdnissudemfindasuun SAT gandiuasnnsudediugan
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1714
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Washington (8uau 46 289U5eina) d2vaziiuy SAT leaqﬁfm‘%ﬂuﬁlﬁ%hﬂﬁmau%’uagj
321N 1260-1510
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g// Achieving higher Standardized Tests Scores

*  Practice (self studied) as much as possible — repetition is key (will take more than 32-35
mins time limit which is fine)

* Review your mistakes carefully, be sure you fully understand the solutions

*  Master your strength (not 100%) then focus on your weakest subjects and areas

(e.g. bring up from 40% to 70%) Math/science tends to be easier to improve for

most
*  Stay disciplined and establish a consistent study routine (make up loss time)

Take mock up test early to determine your baseline and weak areas

Achieving Higher Standardized Test Scores

nsRTaNAzuLY SAT aasuvningnaatu a¢1%5zu Super Score AamsinAzuuuf
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Standardized Tests

* If your foundation is weak and you're not seeing improvement or if you struggle with
discipline, get a tutor

*  Start preparing in grade 10 since you are prepared on all topics and plan to take the test
the 1* test between August-December of grade 11.

*  ldeally, you shouldn’t take the test more than 3 times

*  Aim to finish testing at the latest 2-3 months before you submit RA (this year that would
mean Sept 13™ /Oct 4™ 2025), but if possible, much sooner
* Itis not important to take AP test (TOEFL only if required)

* If you are poor test taker, strong school grades can balance your profile

Standardized Tests
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P Extracurricular activities: Who are you?

f N\
+ Colleges want to know who you are as a person — your characters, value and passion or
interest. This include, but not limited to leadership, passion, determination, compassion
(community service), special skill sets, creativity (art), innovative, or care for causes such as

the environment

+ Choose activities that you are truly passionate about and stay committed
+ Being well rounded is good, but you must stand out in at least 2-3 areas (breath vs depth).

+ Plan activities carefully with proper decision of within school or external (interest, time,
requirement etc.)

“Be creative and make a real and sustainable impact”

Extracurricular Activities: Who Are You?
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Tnsi Aangsuwmanil bisududaainululsesswanaly vvagsaradiulasenmsuen
TseSsuditnisaussudunies nsadhsnlulassnsidagud i e

AvdAAan1sTinAansTuTiendl passion 959 9 sERaNTIHTITINGIBANNYa LAY
AN nazaanINAnazingannnnii Aanssuiifinnumnealsiinnudadfiauas
WAAIEIAMNYNIN 1Y SEuduEuit lafnni msawaudeeineaassisen 1uld
WuEN29aY 9 wdmaa niadriTasensdnemdagnsy AndsfiukuiitsWmuuas
nagan Lildviudasudsdialaluluaiag



Wadsnanduluaias 15a5au a2 Tazy 10 Aanssufiasyin Tagsutiuaued grade 9
wiauns Winsazdaninvintlaznan g

e 1sasgussa nsadsziin leanntiiarAanssuINiANN5999 NN wazmatiing
ynuagisala A9 N1TLEANAINTINIIADINIUHUAIINUTNRASHINIAIIANNAS 12259

mslutnissuiifienuaansasaudiu (well-rounded) daflugiad wsn1sfinau

Fenanavsaaddnluunedu (specialization) fidluasfinmingnaslianudrdey s
fias vanaasainGeufivssauanudisalunsaias LbildfiyssIafanssufivarnnans
fign wiilugfiaunsouansldifiuie passion uazmnudseadrasudaluunediu 1
Wanwiu vansidadiasiu dunsjumasiaasussauaanuiiunanuiiivlg

A6

Aanssnusageannsari ldnnelulsasen Wy nMsdhsinaluasens o nedudanns
Aallz nIan1sEemandIAN 1wu Debate Club, Music Band, Community Service
Club v3amsrlassmsssaunusmiafannuaay ansiinisaursanfasdilana
fes lunsyinfanssuuanadellnsdnsn i nsvineuwElneu (internship) n15¥inau
398 (research) sinisauluawsmaszisasiiauinninmwsizin NYNUANANIANN)
ns2ailnuduusEnenay Wianszarauisaduainssumingndadidsanelng
#1509 ledenain

nsidanfnssufiarsduiusiudhninenmensfnsninng 1y wu mninisauaule
IFBULSWITG3NY NAITNENENNUTEAUNTIIHNNUADUE N3 snmagay Tuau
FumMsnana Mieasigaya wiatievilasamswamngsia lunsdil anuddnyla
agfinng “wnlugen” winiiu widesld “asdiarinase”

Fauiuauananuaansaudideaaiuaslsfiisunfiliuvazlsf lfSauiase ldasdiari
939 i Az AU lgdeasusEMuazguas AnEIWgANTINRNAT ’uNsTIasg
saulail degavnesmsiinanuiuglsssy Wy SBnuagUaansiaTed auane i
Wudeineensissusuazn1slszand leuass

luvihusafglnu mninsauaulaSsuasineeans wu unnaenansn1sd
Uszaunisel shadowing aawina Tuanefivnnaula biochemical engineering M3 ld
finnuluiasudududvinaviaiail uananazldanuiuddsniudeivh 1 luadas
Taaauduagaae

Aanssufifisndasiunsdamdadaan nialasensdudanadauifiunuimadey
28989 uimsri lassnsdnensiasmilifsanufnadeassduasuadnsiidadiu
lilguanisszannuudnirlduzanawintu fadrsealasensiifinanssnuagieuiaia
anadlunisnanszusnlulsadeudites 9 sundsausaaudald wiansilnandwiasu
WidugnsugdasTana Geanunsadmseg lwindaniinGewdumelu@nesauda

wigNaaAandaniianasyinfanssn As Aanssuwmailasiuuvasiilanaag sy
ANTIEUITEIANN (essays) aanAsENuINgNae lagmnie common essay N5
WaunAinAasinITaNAaE1NsZaUNITNASINELIaURIAY ANNLDL LAZAMAN NI



agaNAY Filsezaunvalmaniiainlvaiez ldunanfanssufitnisaudnsiunaang
LNAINTEEUATY

Aanssnuneagsiitasinisausisua e nanzdlulassnisaunaluaifi lfnaiunu finan
senugy (high |mpact) LazEzdUAIAUBENNT ALY L5IXNIS8NIT “Trophy Project”
32 “Wow Project” Z4 M52 finan Passion %58 interest 284104 7 I9veanun LA
NN YDAYYINBNAIDEG 3 Tassmsiiva Wifiunwasy

1. TAT9NTHEAUNBIBINE IHUNS 8ULILN aunae 21889 1

Hasiniseuauil Wuausniin sauaududnansaus nuwdls wrsudulasanmsinaue
a1g 15 (Year 8) ndsnnldldisumyjtihuandasuasnuinbn o 2vaTanadunim
89nM Waanuuunsaaues aynuaziin ledeiunuuazianssy Lilduariag
grammar wastilan luniladauiniu TassnsiivTaanngudn o Wuansufilsaseu
yastiasfinsanaraiiagluGaunaawsni fvnisauanlsaseaudunasau unsiudos
Aaandifanssn B iiansszaunuad e Auasldndsnuuasanfinglunsuan
TWHn 9nueiulaan aunansflulassnsfisfivdaiassnuiuds 10 1 wanainas
amaumﬁmﬂumm (leadership) LW‘i’leﬂuN‘iL‘iﬂJIﬁiﬂﬂ’ﬁLLaw ﬁﬂmummiﬁmmﬂw
Waunsadinaududnanianus i uazanudnas 198396 (creative) annsfisanuuy
NANGAIDENAYNFUIUNININANTIIIUNTEDUUNR LA FNLaAIRNInDEINAL
Tasensiisiafianudsduniunafasiuiiuszazinan 10 ndrdludsnniias lUSause
U3uanniasu

2. Nutrition App saufiileyrn Tnzunnislulsasausnedandn

witiasas 1504 Aaufiamas iansdsulusunsuusiudin uilafsvasaiinannig
fineuluunun R&D 2a9u58M $7u019s wazanuauladIui3a9n151a19T Aawe
Win enduiuigmlnsunniszeainlulsasawinslna finganalifidayadu
Taguinsanane Tunsieigua1isnarsinluusaziu w1 weadng 1l
wrIngdsuazauiname computer science ag ulunuguil lngaaingralvizae
L?IEI‘L!ITJ‘:‘LL?’]SN Wenunwand 7ilfaude Glfm’ga’m’mmﬂmﬂﬂmwan 7000 1) me
nTaNBNE NN 209HN WBNY FAINUTINMLAADI LAEENTENNNTAS IASL (A
mmuwnlmLiﬂugmﬂmﬂﬂclmm) awswufzfmaamamﬁmLﬂuwu‘,mmmmiﬁﬂﬂsummu
lrgasldfinsu fiudlawin lnsfidnmn lus wSanuustihumysnangn finannunana laizh
fu(afpiuiuaaimsnarsiuagiisaud 30 vnsaau sesnsiuaasienisidinlatlgm
AN ANNAAENUTANTIH (innovation) waznsidan Tasamnuanlediudriunisadg
impact agauiiase annesailulassnisidanugedumszuannanduaiunsa 15 la
pafiaInsy

3. 13aINanNaINA (air purifier)

Tlugadilgu PM 2.5 Waiiudsaiulvg uazadasnanaimeasiangs 1nnin 7,000
1 wazd liaunsa 1@ luiiasnana daginiden 2 ausINAuIde 00nuUL LazNAad
a5uAsasananafifivszansnngs (e ldamuuzsihgasarnsdfivsnsnduiiuiEas
Unfifilasanisasfianlidins lnsansmnfianududon) uddunuiiiae 700 vn
iw3sanansnanafuluiasaunn 50-60 .. ldaslunaidusiniEa (nasfians
W9z Sauasdaies 35 A519mng ) Tassnsiauasfinisnanase 100 te3auaziin
Tusnalilsasausgunaii bifives luvsassuusier linssfuaaninndidasezseu



(Computer Science) Tagnse we lAsINSUALTDUNNBENI9IAINTTN NTRBNLUL AT
NAABY NN prototype auaanu LHUNANANNTI Lazdn laniagndiewidadenn
laagsdnau asu

Writing great essays: The reader wants to know who you are (aside
from intelligence)

Have key messages to illustrate who you are. What are your prominent characters: leadership,
passion or interest, determination, empathy or community service, creativity, innovation,
intellectual, determination, goal oriented, joyfulness or fun, care for the environment etc.
Differentiate and unique (for top schools, each admission reads over 1,000-2,000)

Maijority of the time, use your activities (1-2) as the foundation of your story

Be descriptive (vivid), interesting (technique such as “a hook”), original, honest, concise, witty
Show, don't tell (I am a hard working person who is willing to put the extra efforts by working
part-time and studying, excelling in both vs. The glow of my laptop was the only light in the

house as | glanced at my clock - 2 am. Once again, | was racing to finish my paper, balancing

my part-time job and drive to compete in school).

M3@igwseeau (Essays): W ladagfizhe Tvinmingnaaganainuaagsn
msd@ausgsanuiailuniisluasdisznauidagian lunisaiasignizausa luszau
N Ingnae wszdulanmaninisauez lauane linmingnasiuiediinuy anu@n
UAzAMANHMUZAEINANTN Wil passion AMALTIUENY ANNITYE ANNARNSINETIA
aanu nialuyaraniinnusuiaray dillvanaastsdaau (goal oriented)

szinnaasaanu luns@iguisaaniny

389ANNaNn lUNNTENATHIY Common Application azutivaanidu 2 Ysean lawn

1. Common Essay — unanunansdidnissunnaudaadsumiaudu Tasfianusali
1Al 650 A

2. Supplemental Essays — UNANNRNZ29uAazNnNINgNae fisinazan luasd
Asviaudnanwaiasaatuiiy 9

Tunsdiaasngunviningias University of California (UC) 1 UCLA, UC Berkeley,
UC Davis a4 alsfszuufinansrsaanly TagliiniSaudannay 4 Ma1danianue
8 Mo deainsasufglrzasauAauNinINends UC nauvs

AfinInenaaNaIin



ANUEIINYIFYNDINN

fanddgiigalunsidswsseanufanisdaas Wiuas "anuuanene” uas "9aiau
Wz aastinsaulddany wszminfidiesuadas (admission officers) @as
IUFBIANNINUIUNNINANTIN 1,000-2,000 210w Tugd1913a18UNNA TINLNANNLDLIN
s33um lluansanuiluaiau nia ldarunsaasreamnndsziulald Aezgnnaumsly
ANAYANADINDUY

wanaumsiauisssanuldiinauls
- ldfanssundadazaunisniads (1-2 Ba9) ailugiuanaianesn
< @egulAwun g (vivid) wazldnsfiussanelam (descriptive)

- AITIFNAUA2E “hook” wialszlaallaninaulaafsanuaule wazgarisnuiay
Tuigaafsnnu

P4 A

. Zadang 25919 NTLAU waTLANIANNAATIIIUAIYDIAILDS

o

- NdAufiga@Aa “Show, don't tell” — unuiazuaninaauiuauasUrIaiANUNENEY

o

Tiuaas IHFaURUATNUUENULHANTDI034

anlSauisuanslsslaail:

- "l am a hard working person who is willing to put the extra efforts by working
part-time and studying, excelling in both.”

- "The glow of my laptop was the only light in the house as | glanced at my
clock — 2 am. Once again, | was racing to finish my paper, balancing my part-
time job and drive to compete in school.”

[l
Y Y 1 U,

wwnlain Uselaafidgaslinmwidanuuazaziauarsuaininnii i Tige usan lads
AMNA lanazanumilamiiagaesfidisu laaninageau



Writing great essays (cont.)

Don't brag about your achievements (too obvious) or using cliché (thinking outside the box) or

use big words (juxtaposition vs. contrast or paradigm vs. pattern)

+ How to get started — Brainstorm (consider at most 2-3 unique stories what do they say about you) let
the 1# draft flow, rewrite and edit, get feedback (10 edition+ is normal, so plan ahead)

+ There will be supplemental essays requested by each university mostly with the same themes such as why

our school, why this major, what can you contribute to our community: soon you can recycle
+ DON'T USE Al

+ Ask yourself: would you genvinely want to meet and spend an afternoon with the person who wrote this

essay

damsnantage lunsiisy Essay

Saniled ldadsvin lunsdisuidssanudanisidiaunuuldana wiu “dundilannii lasu
371978... Fefifigsaduaufgn Tulsassu” wsznmingnagnasnisaufinule wela
WAAIDDNULAN DY

dnyafimsndniassdanislFnsaiig i “think outside the box” Fafleganenn
219 lEANagn9e “think creatively” 38 “challenge the conventional” unuazinii uaz
asinlddwiiannvsa big words fivinlianensnaled Wi “juxtaposition” a1
“contrast” wnu ¥3a “paradigm” & “pattern” MiNeNaNaAsY

LUINNMTITHARLAZIN9LASe Essay

15891ANNS brainstorm dafiana@suled 2-3 Wida warRasuIINwRaiSa9LiaaNs
key message azls (lumsiiu 3 Usziau wia ldiianm laaweu) anuuasssaiasny
uaAge) An liwaanilsiidefidisuse lAaTgn

nangAuEn laRnIN@ew essay wHauNUMIaIIUABEaINgB LU 1gdnan liuuw e
2399 Ua2 essay laganne Common Essay sinfasidiguuaziin launnnin 10 39 uaz
219 121281590 1-2 1A AIUUNTINURUANATNTNE1AIIINATY

Supplemental Essays LLazﬂaﬁmémi@ﬂu

ANDNNYDILAATNININENABALUANFANNY Lagane Top Schools fidnfimanuigazuas
ffudfau 1wiu Harvard fifie 5 a1ann welia@isu lldnszezazizumingluuuaaiuiiaaig

N1 LU
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anziiununagnglsludsanaaslsasau
arlsAnauassnludinfinauasadey

diadhlaguuuuudy ananansai essay nilsndsuldduinuminads s wiadisen
11 “recycle” Tasasuanziiayalanizan fanu vnaalafiezaing UC zauuzih i
FHAUN essays ?zlmﬂa:u‘[ﬁl,’%‘ﬂuﬁ (may 4 910 8 9a Faaz 350 AN) WTIZAINITAUN
wrazanlsl@naiu Common Essay waz Supplemental Essays 2a4nans
UWIINBQBATUY

v L4 o

AV INAATY

nld Al 1 @eu essay WILRENIANTDEY INSIZNHNINGNN BRAEUAIRTLUUATIIUNNT L2
Al Taggau waziingzy lwluaiasin vmnwuanlyd Al asgnifiasnissuriuiiasy

NBUILAY... DINAILBII:
nnganulaau essay 2a9AMUAY lRIITFANAEINTINAMNINAUKSS 1i? agnlHfian
fuam lvu? niesundiaeq hifiazlsilaawnu? Aouilezisasiauguninaasss

AN ladauIn wazdindl counselor wiagiitlszaunmsniaia liaUsneuaznsianiuna:
failudselauiasy

Common Application and the Essay Topics 2024-25 in the essence

e "

1) Background or Identity: Share a meaningful part of who you are.

2)  Overcoming Obstacles: Describe a challenge or failure that you overcame and what
you learned

3) Challenging Beliefs: Reflect on a time you questioned an idea

4)  Gratitude: Write about an unexpected act of kindness and its impact

5)  Personal Growth: Talk about an event that led to personal development

6)  Topic of Your Choice: Write about anything you want

This is a simple, open ended question that allows you to write about almost anything. The

Challenge (and it is difficult) is to show them how exceptional, interesting, and unique you are,

focusing on just one to three key areas (or characters)




fisunnin 15 da1u2a9 common essays wnu Lifimswasuulasas auillauan
luraunthinlsessudasmaFeudiierdudisnniigauassideadsu e lals
unnena W lnmsuuazuaasiafensnely 650 A IFLE Srdaunannenin ax
winlgiilu open ended ntinsawdsua: 15 ldunuaynagng fsuafidraoui
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minazasllaanunan 289 @au common essays 2841l fiduun 2024-2025 g
urazA1a Nz Tuanuilueisgnniniaunsasyyd laaedl

W2alFeaANYa9 Common Application Uszanil 2024-25 atiuagy
1. Background and Identity: 18113843110 ANURNSNLINUAINULDIAN

2. MIrulasIa: asunganuTitmensaanudumaiiinaasiudn wazded
lasaus

3. NMTAAININABANNLGD: FNBURIANANANAIAIADINAVRUIAAYTDAINLID
1198819

4. aundaa: d@aguignumenisaiiiauuansinlesgrsbinada wazwansenunid
faA

5. Maiuladuyaaa: lAIWANTUNEINAGaNMUINTIDIAIAN

6. Mdafinaudantas: Wauwigdduazlsi lafinuaainian

dmsuanudg lumsnauaaududinazidanda 1 wszninuazagineinuasls
nla savasunnandu 4o 2 wszluiinsmnaudasdszaunuanuinnefidasennue
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Applying Strategy

+ Apply to at least 10 schools including UCs (or total of 17) if there is a limit of 10
* 4 Long shot schools (1 ED, some EA if possible)
* 4 50:50 chance schools
* 2 Safety schools

* When choosing the universities, you should consider
1. Name, ranking, prestige (most Thais)

2. Your interested discipline ranking (e.g. CMU for com science or Babson for
business entrepreneurship )

3. Location (weather, city, East vs West vs Central, safety, number of Thais)

4. Cost (Tuition, living expense)

5. Community, campus life, sports, closed or open campus

dmsunagnifiezzauunirlumsaias Tasmzinisaunnlsussudunasly

Uszind lng dnazinsimvuadwinnsasias e 10 1sassu
fefieennuuniiilududuusnda i lifldfidafndaisasnslussulussuadvadiiis ais
zaNA3 University of California n3a UC Havians
WszaRATAsRRgIaInsadan 1@ 8 unninenas i UCLA, Berkeley, Davis,
Irvine Wudu #edadn Wunislflamaiasus 1 Tsaseu dadadanfaszuy UC agl
1% Common App wazazia1aEE9ANNLENANKNA

winagnsiidunsainsasuianlfan 8 Tsadeu souiu Common App fazirinduin
affasnianun 17 TseFsulunnsinasu

Tlunsasinslagmly dasisuannmsdsafivdnanwaasnuasitag ussaulnu i
Tanmadn lsaisauszaula Tnsgainuan1sisau azuuu SAT wia ACT wasfianssuiivin
mug lfiun1susnen counselor filsaisau daunsuvisluansgamsnnasiigudayagou
wamansiiansaliiiemsilysndinlamadneasudaslsasauasgfivssnaurinls

Wadszfiudnannwieadd Wi ldsznaunsidenlsasauiiauls Tnautiean
u 3 ngu ldun ngu Top choice wialsaisauiiasnazlusnnuslasdnfganiilana
W ldtias ueasaziseniu 31 Reach w58 Long Shot #sanaiilananinin 25% (ue
Liasswmwindisiilanasn lifinawa 5% dradnaninaiusinsiziaindeivly
wiseuld 2.9 aau SAT 1@ 1190 Alimrsfiazaiag lvy League mszaniluniside
Taraananasy

ngndaNAanguiiilanadn ldlszana 50% FuneanEanin Match wazngugning
@ Safety w3a Backup fifilanadn lagennn a1aazag luaae 80% aulilasu

Fafasnnuuzin@Aa drauunsanasinilaaa 10 Tsasau alviniaiile Reach 4



59581 Tnanianashingn 1 1saau (muadiondlanadn 25% w4 15958un
ieglden 1 Tsadeu) mniuainsngu Match 8n 4 Tsasau Fedwarnannguusnd

wazdi laagnetias 2 Tsaisau (50% chance) wazgaiinada Safety an 2 Tsai5eu 1
Wiulainasfisaudanuiuaulunsdif lidulumuunu lusasnguusnasy

natian 1595 auaaga i ladn1s IfaaIUNrIINeNagNaINITaaN AT e aauuziin v

1
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Wnngu Long Shot uaz Match agnsaziszanm 1-2 153581 wAd1uINNINE uazey

a

wuli wazanansznunuaanIw lunsaiasuAazie

wanani Sedithsedufiastihunysznaunmsdnaule laun Faidanamminends
Tazwnizaulng lHanudagun saudaizniinueiasniseusasanulaaauene
AUZBILAREEDNTU 1l anaulaa 1w Computer Science anIngnas Carnegie
Mellon fidaifludidandusudu o aaefiduliudugsisuazasnisau
Entrepreneurship Babson fiflunmingnasdilaausu 1 lusnsilunvaisi

fladsduiiasfinsandisfa Asundauuaziunisfinsasuminands i1agludiag
w3auantiiag anneduagels Amnudasansiuntiagwa My NUIRANTNSBUNN
tasualnu Sinseulngeezrdali saudeaasaunacm aTasdniannn HA15INN
AflsAmswsziasiingazaatas 4 Iluns@nuiasy

ED has much higher acceptance rate than RD: highly recommended for
student to apply ED, but must consider appropriate strategies

[ ED vs RD 2024 - 2025 [Riatdi 4

Submission Result DRSSO Regular ecision (ko) (@)
Admission Type Conditions % Acceptance
Date announcement

Early Decision Nov 1st Around Dec 25th  Binding Highest

(ED/ED1)

Early Action (EA) Nov 1st Around Jan Non Binding Higher than

RD

Restricted EA Nov 1st Around Dec 25th  Non Binding Higher than
w/ condition RD

Regular Decision Jan 1# Mar - April Non Binding Lowest

(RD)

ED2 Dec 31* Feb - Mar Binding 2" Highest

A msuMsaNAsuaIiIBN T AsHanglszInuAGad lEnagns 1Ha wszdn ldasinegn
fae Tamafiazidh Tsuissufiosnnazgi ldasfinduann

dusuusn vians lsaauesiinns Wasias Early Decision #3a ED Zaanuvsna@aiia
B ldudn wniniseudesly lsaseauiu wiafiisenin biding nsadasdszianiiuanain
azfilamagefiazdn 1 insrzlsaFaunaansina offer fiasq) udfasnnlviun msasing



UszinnilazisuanasisininuUnd wsadl deadline Yufi 1 WaAINBU WNINUKNANDUTY
LABUSUINAN

il bidasaiaslsasauduiezdasdiumuind wia Regular Decision w58 RD Tudu
WHAUNNTIAN WRaNad launsa ED langeannsannanasuuusavulnfiasy (nnsien
ED asannnsunasiv: limilaafiezdasainslsessuaunaznvin i bidasinsananils
AUTYLADUNBIIUAILATL)

drgadAnnnsdiuanaziiuin acceptance rate 284 ED fiuyningnasnngeg azga
131 RD 110 sndaagne Cornell University Tanaidin ED gedi 24% Tupnuedi RD an
ANNUMAD 8.5% dau BU 1 ED acceptance rate agifi 26% luaniienasinssauini
agiiNen 11%

wianafi RD dudngnnninunn wszfisnunuaninisauiaiasigaznii vaialsasau

s [~ 6’5 1 1 1 % % 1 = o Y el'l <
WSUANAIULATAY ED vnsuvisigu Cornell 5uldudinin 30% 39 lddUSunaiiinenan
avlddg asnududsfidauniines) aisezdanaias ED Tulsusauiidiesesnnly
(1st choice) wanmasiianuduldld luszaunis luldarainliddilana wsizailu
agnaluaziindNs 1d ED wuudulane v5a wasting ED asu

y1lsaisauil ED2 vsalalana liiniSauaiasnsanny RD 229UH 1 4ns1aN 29
8R3IN135UNAZFININUNG waiudgnuy a1 ldualdas i Feartdasaausnediniim
Juladnasnazluf vy nasannwanm ED NNad) Nauustindufednyg whwduay
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Tananvng luadandn e azlinsruasinndusiilanain lva nsadwein lan L
Tanmaldasu Un@ RD 2zns1UNalssinaifauileguasy

fisn3snsasiasfilsanan Early Action w3 EA aazdasaiasnialuiuil 1 wgednisu
msaiasUszanniienldudr lidasly wia non-biding uAnsAsadasuansli
uvningnasfiuisaulalsassuty deusensunandsennitausunan araulenan
Tuuzihaiiag 9uenvzginias s zfasvintndauny ED uadnvin lanuuziin usau
atias EA snnndniialsassudindh manzdsn ldudr lishidudasly udadasudia
TanaAsu

gavinafinaulsasauszau Top wiu Princeton, Stanford waz Yale fiilla lviasins
Restricted Early Action Zaifiaidn landl liandudaely wazasnsrunanauduifau
Funeu ganaididau lendiuaiasuingdgduiuningndasenauasy

drunaulsadau UC davadasnigluiui 15 waedniau uazeznsunalszanailansg
WauiunAN

Tazagiud agnnazuuziin e adas ED awmsulsuiauiiilu 1st choice aaniilv
W@anAsy wanzaziilama Tunnsanas ED 61 bilaus lignufias nezisanin defer &
luasimsazgnin luag lungu RD fg wazaziungsdilamadnasy



Letters of Recommendation: Your Counselor and 2 teachers

+ Which teachers to choose
* Taught you recently or grade 11" or 12t (require)
* Related to your major (require math for engineering applicants)
* Know you well and can write something interesting with positive detailed comments

*Genvuinely like you (class you did well)
Communicate with your counselor consistently and inform the 2 teachers in advance.

Provide helpful information: list out your activities, what you enjoyed about the class
and your accomplishment

- The recommendation letter should highlight your intellectual abilities, how you stand out (e.g.
passion eagerness to learn, class contribution, willingness to stand up for your principals)

+ Do not submit reference letter from anyone only in a very exceptional case when that person can

provide a meaningful insight (not based on their status)

NMINENABATINTYaNUITDTUTDINTD recommendation letters 311U 3 aUiu 244
fdaduadrunardaunlunsaadulansy

nelivtidafizavzutiaiiluainaguuziud (counselor) wilvailu wazanamaiidaudn
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Interview

- For top universities (important), you will be interviewed either by an Alumni in Bangkok or an Admission
officer online

« MUST: Mock Up interview (practice with someone several times)
Know your CV extremely well (be ready to answer “why” rather than “what”) and the school as well

+ Typical questions

Tell me about yourself

Why are you interested in this school?

Why do you want to study this particular major?

What did you do when you were interning at XXX, what did you learn, what was the challenge?

Why are you passionate about YYY, why?2 What impact has it made on you?

GRS S EI S

What do you plan to do after college and why?

- Tips: Be yourself, arrive early, dress appropriately, send back a thank you notes, ask smart questions (no

more than 2)

Basnsdunsaiuiaindudesvifinansumingnae WanuddaTasmnie
NMINENFEsTAURUGULaIUTTING fisnwmininisauaias lisnauduluiuwan vy
League A5y wa lunandginun L ldnunasanuifianudagvinnuueasuiuanile
Harvard az@ianaagannusaitiiy UPenn fAazdagtiagasunviias

wanalsassunauiidunisel 100% audnfiadiasiu MIT Tassunajeslddudinnd
agiuiiasInsilugfunuaianiiuindssagiiawsn Avsdunuainssdiumelsasou asu
yasaindsdian ludsemelng fwulinafelddudiin luginnansadunsal
Tazas991n admissions office wuuuvaaulail

MILAZENMUUADNTNINANTINgazB AR gInUaIes TN igawae lavinaz lsanting
wananuuAasIiayaigddulsassuignuanzisiagne: lliSsudassvionanazy
Jusagnnazvinezlsaluauan aanufaunnlsaisuazaaudisaaigenuiuily



Aaanilalag lviisaiginudaes (tell me about yourself) w3avin luamasgnniun
Tsei3auraasvii luaaesnazdsuimivianafainmsries: lsnasannizsuauasy

wannniuilagiuiidiannanii nsasdnludedidasasrinanluafngufanssuiinoly
datihwuanrsiiniuldagelsanlfisausaslsnsans adrviueud ldsuusetiuaia
Tasnann lnudssavilazlsiigdaanngfadasiinsiinnarsvansasansy Wisiau
aasnsAnaauazsiugnay drumnnnsdunsaifiezlssinn 45 undi asu

fidauuzindan g iuisiaszeianainu L sniE g udnngaunealls1ns
urea Wi gusaguazivunzans lisnaunaniuduasy

Suggested Application Process Timeline

Fall PSAT (optional)/ Begin to prepare SAT 1/ Start consulting with your Work on supplemental Essay/ refine UC
Sept 1- Nov 15 for college application counselor Essays/ED and EA Nov 1% / UC NOV 15th

Winter SAT prep SAT prep (camp?)/SAT 2
Nov 16-Feb 29 RD Jan 14-5™"

Spring Decide on A Level and IB Subjects Preliminary college and major Interview around Mar 1-15" for
Mar 1-May 31 selection RD/Admission decision release

Summer SAT prep /Campus visit/ Activity Campus visit/Activity /SAT 3 /Essay Celebration (Hopefully)
June 1-Aug 31 Common/ 2-3 Supplementals/ UC

Summer activity includes personal or group project (more than 1 summer), internship, research

Focus on academic at all time
Prepare for next semester (fall) study or material every summer
Continue to be involved with activities through out the years
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Where can | get more information or help with preparation ?

ONLINE!!

Talk to your college councilor about college
admission, study your SAT from sample tests,
read samples of amazing essays

For college selection aside from your
qualification: campus visit, talk to alumni,
attend college fairs and talk to the admission
representatives

It is important that you really know about the
school/ major/ community/ surrounding
area/professor/studying environment such
as size/ activities at school

Plenty of guidance books, but don't over
complicate your life
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It is not the end of the world if you do not get into the college you
want This is a small chapter of your life.
Top universities do not guarantee career success.
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